Comprehensive ultrasound examination in a private perinatal practice.
A retrospective review of the types of patients seen and the accuracy of the diagnosis made was undertaken for patients referred for comprehensive ultrasound examination in a large private perinatal practice. A review of the perinatal ultrasound database, neonatal intensive care database, and hospital charts was done in 1338 patients referred to the perinatal ultrasound laboratory for comprehensive ultrasound examination during a 2-year period. Accuracy of the ultrasound diagnosis and relationships between structural anomalies seen on ultrasound examination and perinatal outcome was undertaken. Positive and negative predictive values for the ultrasonic diagnosis were 82% and 98%, respectively. There were 19 (1.4%) false-positive diagnoses and 38 (2.8%) false-negative diagnoses. There was a high correlation between structural anomalies and chromosomal anomalies, with 15 of the 87 infants (17.2%) with structural anomalies also having chromosomal anomalies. The accuracy of ultrasonic diagnosis for comprehensive examinations in a large private perinatal practice compared favorably with previous reports in the literature. The information presented in this study should be helpful to obstetric centers with similar patient populations.